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DECREASE THE PERCEPTION OF AVAILABILITY OF
ALCOHOL AND MARIJUANA

DFC GOAL #1 - REDUCE YOUTH SUBSTANCE ABUSE

INCREASE THE PERCEPTION OF HARM
OF ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA USE

988 STUDENTS SURVEYED IN GRADES 6-12 IN LAWRENCE COUNTY
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Knowing drug use patterns of drug-using students can help administrators,  teachers and

parents design programming to address the t imes and places of use. Figures 8 and 9

i l lustrate the breakdown for where and when your students report using any of the six

drugs reported: tobacco, alcohol mari juana, prescription drugs, prescription opioid pain

ki l lers,  and e-cigarettes.  Information about when and where students use drugs can be

helpful  for school administrators who have to answer diff icult  questions about possible

student drug use at school.  In almost al l  cases, student drug use is higher when students

are not at school.
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A growing body of research shows that a posit ive school cl imate - the quality and character of

school l i fe -  can enhance student well-being and academic achievement.  Factors on the Pride

Survey Plus for Grades 6-12 associated with school cl imate include: safety and violence indicators,

student engagement,  and student achievement.  Research has shown that schools organized as

communities promote greater student engagement in school work,  result ing in improved student

achievement.  Al l  forms of student engagement are seen as a means to increase student motivation

and achievement and decrease al ienation.  

SCHOOL CLIMATE
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The table contains percentage data by grade level .  The N of Valid column
contains the number of students who responded to the question and the N of
Missing column contains the number of students who did not respond to the
question.  The remaining columns contain the percentages of students
responding to the particular response categories.  

SCHOOL CLIMATE
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Only students who answered that they had tr ied to commit suicide are included on this chart.  

The pride survey plus questionnaire asks
students if  they have thought of committing
suicide.  Students can select from responses
never,  seldom, sometimes, often, a lot.  This
graph show students who selected a
response other than “never.”  

Nationally students have reported
seriously considering suicide (16%);
creating a plan to commit suicide (13%)
and trying to take their  own l ives (8%).  

THOUGHTS OF SUICIDE

MENTAL HEALTH & PHYSICAL HEALTH
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Obesity has been associated with substance use among adolescent gir ls and violent
behaviors among overweight and obese boys who were also found to be more vulnerable

to bul lying and weapon carrying than normal-weight boys (Farhat T,  2010).  Physical
appearance also impacts self-esteem, and much research has shown that low self-esteem

plays an important role in substance use and other behavioral  disorders among youth

The survey’s questions on being overweight (self-perceived and medically
reported, Figure 17) seek to assess a student’s r isk for substance use and other

troubling behaviors since research has found that physical appearance can
affect adolescent decisions to engage in unwanted behaviors.  
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